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:iy dear Colonel Barrows :

I have rust received yo r letter of January 29th, forxardei by
FA . n Eoov.n of General Ro:anovak,'s staff, who has just arrived inOr:sk, I was of coa -_se much interested in your news, as I had beenunable to find anythin . about the riover.ients of our cf -Zicers or i:s toi:.yselfr'

I was afraad that I should be stranded in On .sk for acme littletiL;e even if the cth&rs Fot s_vC.1r and althc,~- h I want to met hca:.e .:•6t aas soon as j-cssitle for urgent personal business reasons, I realizethat I w:- o Lore use here than pcssi ;;ly anywhere else. This work,hc4eve_, is so f ili4_ to ale as this is the fifth re -rolutic I have
watched in the rains of birth, that I must confess it h•as lost ischurl.. cof novelty.

I have not atteLpted to write you any thin ;, ccncerni

	

the s .tL.at-ion in OL;sk as I :ave felt that conditions here were so fl :.id that-what I wrote wcI_ld be val :-eless when received by you. LieutenantCLshin.L, is rre_r- arini a sort of weekly report which he will send i n
in his own name and, which will suffice for us Loth for the present .:may tele_rG :..a have c :;en i_:erh0 P3 more n •~mer cuS than you desired mil" d SCL.2of the si.ia;;e'Cts l..entic'eu :..ay not nte_'Cst

	

r exreciitALn in-This I was a -, are cf when sending them 11ut v I felt it -,^c+s c-a ~ter tc .. : :cn tl.e side c f' f ;.ilness than the other way{ 1 ax:. strictly uvey - L:;-
orders to keep out of local affairs and avoid L~ivineadvice-, c

	

_atsa - I t i s very hard not to ;; L'cpin and iiianaLe this ~overn_ent en t .,rely .The r ro . l e :.:3 which the Q sk tovern. ..ent has to fa e are not at 11intrinsically di_fe ent froL. those which prevail in every mcvc-_ent ofthe ki d known to history, ut the ,esettins problem in this inst, .+nceis that Adl :.iral Kolchak hea to world with thehi4 i , rrc es navel the Rus3ian :, ec•v, le of tcd;,s;- who axe
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i,L
uiscroa^sized and lifeless as a result of the last three ye, .rs, thatthe t they are na:;le even to think for then.selves for less to j~cvernthemselves .

	

'
In the first place, the cc-Lm of Adruiral Koicha}_' a friends wherebyhe ssu.-ed the role of S r)-zay..e I,c ,rerricr es ab3oiutely

	

ifJ ,,;7c+ y f -.hewrhcle cf Siberia was rct to `Fall riYe into

	

r e•

	

V to tithe hands o- th oa .:vii a .Trait visionary set cf fit .- r actical theorists with :;titer I 3- ant an e eni
in a railroad ca_ at a . .:ench-_rian station- :~.e'es_s A ksen:_e f andCc,L,paany- 1.-ere f3r worse than, cut end out anarchists, for they :er '-.T

	

+ hdrea:-_ers who could not even maintain the ordinary police sec --rity n ec-essar• to life in any cc'-;.;unity Crime was rife in the streets of 0:': ;rtmurders and hold ups were of nip;h_ly occurrence in t :i :1.3 cwt;' on the t ._ii,,,,
streets and the Folahc -,ik city ~,cvernluents throL~,hout Sibe_ is .: e

	

run-nin,; t :-. :n s their own way lust as the;y, are in Vladivc•s tok tcUIt -IL s of cc . :ae di2'ficult to le 31ize Ad__ir~l Kclc''~

	

_ _un,,
.n fact it is 11i. cesib1e, for while =t ;gas `'one Liy tha 0"-- C, of t :.c
sc cal ed r,c r :..a.ent C f t : e t i .e, It iee~ Jii..;l

	

coup i' etat, 1118
etat,:s hc .;ever is ::s ~ccd accor'4 n ~, to Ru

	

'- - th t cf any of tb. .1_

	

S3 :ct. 1u'..

	

~1t re cl t<tiu. .a~ . G cv :rr:r..ents -.vhich preceded him.
1n the -elli nnin, snd of necessity his acts for the restcr ;~tic., oforder ::ere autocr a tic ; he

	

on the support Of the

	

thec• r fi^ers cepeciall

	

n' e r
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down local disc,di r wy ~ ca _ ;{ • ..u_4
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Ever since then however, he ha-..s shown hin.self in so far as he

could safely do so, ..:ore and Lore liberal, and I have no healtativ:, in
- in6 that I firl.._y believe that his o -,vn o inions a.nd frv :..a of 1..ind

are far rLo :re liberal than the outside world dyed- hin, creait for. he
is Lnfcrtunate in this that he has had tG dpen d upon the Lailed fist
to i intain his position and to Leer his F;ove .n:..eLlt f oi ..

	

c,verrii.~l
by the Bolshevik elements which are numerous in every city in, Slberiu .

It is probably unwise to say this loudly in the United , Stutea cut
the Bolshevik movement is and has peen since its Ue din.linh wined and
ccntrc: ;led by Russian Jews of the Greasiest type, ~~ho have cecn in the
United- States and there aascrbea ever?' one o the erst phaacs of cwr
Civilization without havin,, the least . understands nE; Of ;;hat we really
rilean Ly liberty 2 I do not meann the ' .se of the word liberty which has
been so widespread in the United States since the y, ;ar began, but the
real ,or .i s 1t the sz.::.3 n . j ),and the zeal R;;asiar, reia.izea t -h a and
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3, 3_ . e ., s ~r:%v ~i :.,, ican3 Na.l_it': us do

	

t. ~0atlasOT

	

3r.~trt .J :. . d .i ~r . i+hcLw

he no.. CGL.3S 1'11 contact .

	

I have heard z_i sorts of a,tiL.ate6 d-S tG,,t1.C re a: 1~ r c,rt` :G1: Cf 1~GisLevit:3 tC that of Mlle pc l*tic ofi Si ;crie
and I tha:,,, the u.'vs v Q:;c .: ate is that G r Go,or al Ivanc RInOV iii.C .
tiL.3.yea i t as two car cent. There is hardly a peasant this sine of
the Urals who has the slit,htest interest in the rcishevik or his do-
int,3 except in so far :, .a it concerns the loss cf h.-is Girl pro::c:I tj- Glad,
i..n f t, h s point of vleYi is very :..uch like t+ aipt Of our Own respectiaLe
farL.LrS, whio l CGlifi'OiitCad with th ;: ITn ideiil .

Unfort nately, a fewr of GIa people in the Unites St ::CBS, espec-
ially those nlth good lLfl S, z eef. to think that the Folshevih .s ore ds
des .Vin„ of is hearing s any real political rt:•.rty with us . This as
,hot the RuSSian ca : riot un ..tertaar%and i Last say tb,st without ueiaN
thought one sided, I sho -,ji . not 1_asitate to shoot grit :ou trif i
had the roger a-a-y persons who adr.itted for one

	

that they ti,ere
Folshovi ;:s .

	

I wo la „ s 4- as soon see :x .. . .:d do,, _.nnin ., a~GuL

	

=G% of
chi}cren .

	

y,
You sill thing.

	

hot 3i.;c,;t this rn ttvr vw.t it i3 I i ::0 l u-..-_e,
One which is 1.',o_ng to brin, ;,rent trcuble on the lT :.ited Sao ca ; en
the ; u'd merit of history a all be recorded on the part we hi :.Vt plc c:i
it 1s very lari.;ely our fault that iici hevisz- has apre&;: 03 it

	

uri:.'l
I do not believe we will ,e found F;uiltiesa OIL the t'rousa:nds -of Even
uselessly eiid cruelly sacrificed in wild ore,1es Of oloo ishec- to eE;t"-
lisr and autocratic and destotic rule of princip.e s whic'r~ hove ,.cen
re ;;ectea by every ;,eaeratioa of .:_ankin:i Which haia CiaiL .•i ed :i Lrl i...E:

The . e :.o v e ..een t l:. • es .1 ur in the ras t ruon th Bbcn I h .i ii a L,--en
afr«d hint the KoI.Criak hcverni ..ent wo ...ld not lust until tho ae .-A

n
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a u,... r L h v1+CJVc h? ..'~

	

t : . . . C:_Ca2a t CGi.ZiBCt 1cn 'vi . uil tlaC l'

	

t ~rv oI y

	

~
spy forei r,ner in O:..sk and L:y sources ci inforr..aticn are so

	

c..nd
so varied that I au :petty slue to hear the differ ; rt points of view

on every i:.:aj;inacle i_esticn . The announcei ..ent of the P - inces' Island
confer .','s1Ce with Folse}ivik s ca .e as a clap of tr4under to the vern: ..__1t,
1 r fact it 3G tool: the iii: . .. G . 1I Cf their SB :ia, that I re1iev ti.~:j Viol
: o lJ have throAn

	

the -G'Jcr1i..ent 3ndd run ac y if it h d ..fit Ctrl for

I
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tiraely and cool headed advice which they received. Ten the news ..e-
ce a r:Gre widely known there was a fairly Strcn,., reactiCndr3i i :.oven ent
started by Cossack officers and adhe_ •ents cf the old

	

This
wi;a QIBCCVC .

	

a- d al Iow a . to die a n ;;tara_ death with v° r' _ oc res-
ults. With the failure of the minces island

conference,the 6overr.-
L.ent ;:et.;an to ~,et back a little Cf the stre : gt} it had lost and todX;

I believe it grill hold on for sCLae t4- ..-. . e, •rGVided motsdces not ., et anotb
series of hard knocks froi. . the Ail ies Gr the United S .a tea .

Th V ;ry clever end L,cst unscrurulous Japanese prop an :io viihch
has been ca ried Gn here

	

one of the r.cst i me noting I yhave ever
seen ca Tied cwt by that country . The way the Jap ::nese took aver
Korea and lie :. .ia.~.e a scrap of pa_ er of our sClei:.n treaty :tiitk that pcoi'
little L.iseraoia psG_-le

	

Ch ldt3 pl e to 'he prose-at aaetho.13 cf
;rcced re in regard to Knz Siberia . AdI irul Kolcha hrtea the Ja;w:esg
the latter naturally are not unaialla of

	

dt feeling and CGr :iioliy rP
moat e it caad the CG..iVi- . 1C;a of their t_•r opa o da with tY fat of tilC
Fclahev.

	

in the Unite. Staten a-:a else -;Y.erc is very pG .~e_ ft`lr I cG~r1

isnderstynd %It. ' i.

	

i

	

ore

	

te ro .

	

"nG A.a.0. r1G tAt ..~ O ; Q": f . ig,'1 r:.iH~ 1G 3 or G :
the R . ;Sid. _ ec ---e can ;;e carried c f their feet oy it Gut bo rC SpGjl-
siG.ble _e n ca=l li ::tea to it I "a not kno :5 .

	

I f tide f~tlin~,s o t

	

F.uaa-
313°

	

.:.re tC -La Gofsui :ad a:-d the° fusur° G 1r tij°ir

	

CG .''.y la
t o , e 1n the i _ hi:,-.ist.aa ra il.l ;re. nG

	

f .it ~ _- a

	

•h+

	

s;

	

evii; .it~_-a -fox- this land.
They have SiiL :.:fitted to i t first, frcii tthe very',G•odreason t' a t the yd 2
n `' '

	

y

	

h~- .,

	

t e d econJ

	

it c,~..e ast thec t t aC .r liG :V to i+C} about flL~..~; i~ =1 Sam+ v . . l, be - 3-,:,se
t 3_y ai lC iCcl L;or ant when the a.o gal e of tie peat _e had been so shvner.
t tt-%a ware i tie re : .." .' to cart ;,. -re an-thin in order to ue i~llc':ie5i tc beVa.V V t+~`:

	

ll
let alone .

The sehei..e now bein., worked out for i3 pcpulc.y a3sei..for all
parts Vi Sib -ri_ :ill, I

	

s-u e, b= of service and evefl if only ; rtiI
ly succe ;~af il- i:nU I do not s :.e at -resent how it can bbe ucre-will do
~.uch to a ds ~-rCVin~ the sincari y of Kolch3k ire his prcL.ises.

Please do not e t tub idea that I a .. enth_.si : st .caily _T1 f .; or of
the resent e;overn; ..'rat, that I consid r it idc l or e-en

	

a - gc.(,d,, - Cr."r ;.t
not ; but 1 do consider that it hells 41'c'vu'. uai ell i G;e vv_~ed onu are
nu..ero,s eleL-ants or ,.he Ru3aian Cola thig Gray otal-~ p,o ijla caav 1tila~Cb
Ti.l.,:,ht t ;).t.e its . picce cul.2 ddo .

	

The i est i C. :. +:i the :..0_ 1 eiit is not ia.'1 3
ideal govern e it cbut one that will 1 fast for the next fe . 1i ;jGC;s.a •vial IiiAl
recto : - e order eno"u;, h . so t :.ut Gany elections r..ay have a fair Chance of I.a
in Carried cut :kitht t force and =read and -,raft .

??:son fly, 1 a. fairly coi:1c. rtaD_e :ere ; Cu3hin and i h6ve ech
a root. _e-I ..cisitioned by the .-cverrL..ent and it •g ill be l ..z

	

c~e tG
car y cut the TECG. . : :.endstio 3 i .aJ.e Uy the Adju ant in c.

	

t i.8
4 beCauae there are no mono to:.e had and we have hc_a <.,p lcal,1a.•n a fox

t o i:cnth3 dreaciy . rit .̂ k na re Gras to all friena3,
I a::., Ve Y ai ncerely yt.urs,

gal . E . ro:vs,

V1 ad L - ,ro ;tck;
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